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BOND,   PRINCIPAL   LIBRARIAN:   PRINTING   THE
GENERAL CATALOGUE (1879-88)
i. THE GENERAL CATALOGUE
PANIZZI had had the courage of his own opinions; Bond had an
almost equal and certainly a rarer virtue, the courage of the opinion
of others. He was preternaturally quick to sec the merits of reforms
proposed to him by his subordinates, and energetic and tenacious in
negotiating their translation into fact. Winter Jones had possessed
little initiative, and as Keeper and Principal Librarian had needed
little, since after a period of violent stress a period of repose must
follow to consolidate the reforms. But now it was time for fresh
growth, and Bond had shown in his Keepership that he had initiative
of his own, as he was to show that he had a receptive ear.
When Winter Jones was absent from illness for four months in
1878, Charles Newton, Keeper of Greek and Roman Antiquities,
and the Museum's most striking figure, acted as his Deputy. He was
the natural successor, but did not wish to give up his archaeological
work for administration, and the world was surprised when the
comparatively unknown Keeper of Manuscripts, a shy and reserved
man, known to few outside the Museum-, was given the appointment.
His first action was to introduce electric lighting into the Museum,
which was done in 1879, and though the first experiments were not
altogether satisfactory, as was natural, seeing that electric lamps and
wiring were then and for long after in process of improvement by
inventors, he persevered, and the improvement became permanent.
It was a vast boon. Till then (gas being banned), if a fog were to come
on, not only was the Reading Room closed, but the entire staff went
rejoicing home. Thereafter a working day meant a day's work.
But Bond's most important achievement was the application of
print to the General Catalogue of Printed Books. Here we must look
back a little over ground already touched*1
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